[Therapeutic intensification and autotransplantation of hematopoietic stem cells in metastatic breast cancers].
The first studies on intensive chemotherapy for metastatic breast cancer conducted in the 80s were disappointing. Despite good response rates, the duration of remission was short and long-term survivals exceptional. Nevertheless, these phase I and II trials helped to develop a better understanding of the potential indications of this new therapeutic approach and apprehend its technical aspects. Over the last 5 years, considerable progress has been made in grafting techniques and hematopoietic support greatly improving the safety of the method. Notwithstanding the financial considerations involved, it must be noted that the efficacy autologous stem cell support, in terms of recurrence-free overall survival, has not yet been demonstrated although the (controversial) results of two randomized controlled trials have recently been published. In France, the PEGASE programs for the study of autologous stem cell support in breast cancer have been developed in an attempt to elucidate the question.